
CLASSICS 
 
Gilman School has a tradition of excellence in ancient languages. The mission of the Classics Department is to inspire and to help 
each student to construct their own monumentum aere perennius. We recognize that students bring unique skills and interests to the 
department, which we try to match by offering Latin at the standard and honors levels, Greek, and courses in ancient history and 
literature in translation. While some students use Latin and Greek to fulfill the school’s language requirement, many others take Latin 
or Greek as a second language. History, the fine arts, science, the Romance languages, and English all enjoy certain common bonds 
with the Classics, and in Classics courses at Gilman that affinity is underscored wherever possible.  
 
Departmental approval (Mr. Broadus) is required for enrollment in an honors or an Advanced Placement course. 
 
Ancient History 
 
ANCIENT GREECE                                               Semester I                       
Greek History from the Bronze Age through the Death of Alexander: It is customary to divide Greek history into the prehistoric and 
historic periods with the break coming at 776 BCE, the date of the first Olympic Games and the era immediately following the writing 
of the Homeric epics. The course initially will focus on the former period with a concentration on the Mycenaean and Minoan 
cultures. The latter period will include as its nucleus characters and events whose presence contributed to both the Golden Age of 
Greece and the Hellenistic period culminating in the death of Alexander the Great. 
 
ROMAN REPUBLIC     Semester II   
This course explores Roman history from the birth of the monarchy in 753 B.C.E. through the rise of Augustus. Particular attention is 
paid to the foundation myth, the republican constitution and political system, Roman conquest and imperialism, the civil war, and the 
Augustan political settlement. 
 
Greek: 
  
GREEK I: INTRODUCTORY           
Beginning with the Greek alphabet, the student gradually gains sufficient fluency to translate first sentences, then paragraphs of Greek 
prose. Grammar, inflection, and vocabulary are emphasized to provide a secure base for reading passages from Plato and Xenophon.  
 
GREEK II: INTERMEDIATE           
After an intensive review of first-year material, the student proceeds to the translation of Xenophon and/or Plato, with extensive 
practice in sight readings from other authors. Lectures on Hellenic literature and civilization are interwoven into the course to provide 
a background for the student.  
 
GREEK III ADVANCED              
GREEK IV ADVANCED (Honors) 
In successive years either Book I of the Iliad with selected passages from the remaining books or Euripides’ Medea provides insight 
into the nature of epic and dramatic poetry. Related lectures on archaeology, mythology, and scansion help the student explore the 
wide spectrum of our classical heritage. 
 
Latin – Standard Sequence: 
 
LATIN I: INTRODUCTORY           
Intended for students who start with Latin in the 9th Grade. Introductory Latin is planned as a sequential program, with the emphasis 
evenly distributed among three areas: development of a basic vocabulary, knowledge of inflection, and understanding of syntax.  
 
LATIN II          
Intended for students who have completed the Latin program in the Middle School or have completed Latin I; this course is the normal 
sequel to the introductory program.  
 
LATIN III           
This course continues the regular sequence in Latin. After completing a thorough review of syntax and inflections, students read 
selections from Roman authors.  
 
LATIN IV             
LATIN V 
The vast variety of writings left by authors of both the Golden and Silver Ages of Latin literature provide unlimited material for study. 
This course will focus on three or four examples each year who are representative of the classics as the literary ancestors and models 
of modern European and English literature. Students will be asked not only to extract the essence of thought contained in each chosen 
Latin masterpiece but also to appreciate the artistic qualities which make it a work of enduring worth and a source of enjoyment. Since 
the authors taught will vary annually, this course may be repeated for credit.  
 
Latin – Honors Sequence: 
 
LATIN II: CAESAR (Honors)            
This course provides an accelerated program for a selected group of highly motivated second-year pupils. The material of the course is 
essentially similar to that outlined for Latin II but is presented at a more rapid pace.  
 



LATIN III: OVID (Honors)           
Prose composition and Ovid are the mainstays of the Latin III program. After spending the first four cycles of the year reviewing 
morphology and syntax, students read selections from Ovid’s Metamorphoses.  Students translate literally into English, demonstrate a 
mastery of grammatical structures and vocabulary, analyze, interpret, and discuss these selections. Stylistic analysis and interpretation 
are integral parts of this course and develop from a student’s ability to read the Latin in the original. Longer prose compositions will 
continue to reinforce understanding of morphology and syntax. The final cycles are dedicated to preparation for the SAT II.  
 
AP LATIN: CAESAR AND VERGIL           
Students gain appreciation of literature, both poetry and prose, as a work of art through their study of Vergil’s Aeneid and Caesar’s 
Gallic War. To accomplish this, they must develop their abilities (a) to translate, to read, and to comprehend Latin through mastery of 
vocabulary, morphology, and syntax, (b) to read Latin aloud with attention to linguistic, artistic, and metrical qualities, (c) to 
understand the interaction of the works with references to Roman culture, history, and mythology and to discuss with understanding 
the image of Roman identity that the texts project, (d) to identify and to elucidate an author’s use of stylistic features and rhetorical 
strategies, (e) to demonstrate and to share their understanding of the texts, and (f) to develop skills and strategies to succeed on the 
Advanced Placement exam. 
  
LATIN V: LYRIC POETRY (Honors)          
Selected poems of Catullus and Horace are translated with special emphasis placed on creative interpretations and critical analysis. In 
addition, the student learns the scansion of such meters as hendecasyllabic, Alcaic, Sapphic, and Asclepiadean with particular 
attention to the oral reading of these meters. Through creative and collaborative projects, students explore the poets and their work.  
 
Literature in Translation: 
 
These courses cannot be used to fulfill the foreign language requirement. 
 
CLASSICAL DRAMA     Semester I   
The Classical Drama course will provide a survey of ancient Greek drama and the society that produced it. The course will examine a 
representative sample of the major plays of the tragedians Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides, as well as the comic playwright 
Aristophanes. In addition, modern adaptations of certain tragedies will be read. Among the topics considered will be: the tragic and 
comic festivals, the origin and nature of Greek theater, ancient theatrical production techniques, myth and tragedy, and the legacy of 
Greek tragedy in the modern world through film adaptations. Plays to be read include the Oresteia, Bacchae, Antigone, and Frogs. 
Time permitting, the comedy Menaechmi by the Roman playwright Plautus will also be read.  Film adaptations of nine of the plays 
will be viewed. These include Mourning Becomes Electra by Eugene O’Neill, the Antigone by Jean Anouilh, and A Funny Thing 
Happened On the Way to the Forum (with music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim and a book by Burt Shevelove and Larry Gelbart.). 
(This course may be taken for English credit.) 
  
CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY     Semester II       
Focusing on the literary tradition of Greek and Roman mythology through extensive readings of the translations of Roman and Greek 
mythological sources, the course will feature both comparative and interpretive approaches, as well as evidence from art and 
archaeology. Lectures will include insightful discussions of classical myths in their historical and cultural settings, as well as their 
survival in literature, art, music, and film. (This course may be taken for English credit.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


