
HISTORY 
 
To satisfy the Gilman School requirements in history and religion, all students must complete World Cultures in the ninth grade year, 
European Civilization (or Humanities) in the sophomore year, and United States History in the junior year. Freshmen, juniors, and 
seniors may choose from among a variety of elective courses. 
 
Departmental approval (Mr. Baum) is required for enrollment in an honors or an Advanced Placement course. 
 
9th Grade Course -- Required 
 
WORLD CULTURES      
This required course for ninth graders focuses on the history of the world’s major cultural traditions.  It investigates the relationship 
and interplay between the religious, economic, social, political, and aesthetic systems in which the world’s religions were founded and 
are currently being practiced.  Readings will include a collection of sacred, biographical, and fictional texts set in historical and 
contemporary contexts. 
 
9th Grade Course - Elective:  
 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT      
Intended primarily for freshmen, but open to juniors and seniors, this introductory course examines the three branches of the Federal 
Government in their contemporary and historical context. The format of the course is discussion, and students are expected to 
demonstrate an understanding of the reading assignments and an awareness of each author’s interpretation. In addition, each student 
will make several oral reports. Grading is based on the student’s performance on book reports, oral reports, class discussion, and tests. 
American Government is open to freshmen, juniors, and seniors. 
 
 
 
10th Grade Course - Required  
 
Most of the visual art students and randomly selected members of the two foreign language students will be chosen to enroll in a 
double credit/two period course European Humanities in lieu of the following course. Please see the description in the English section. 
 
EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION      
Intended for tenth graders only, and designed to run parallel to the tenth grade courses in English, Art History, and Music History, this 
course will survey major intellectual, social and political themes in the development of European civilization from the ancient Greeks 
to the present day. First and foremost, this course will present a history of ideas. Students will read selections from a wide variety of 
authors and explore how ideas relate to politics, literature, art, and music. Most readings will come from Perry’s Sources of the 
Western Tradition, but students also will encounter literature from the past and historical writing by contemporary scholars.  
 
11th Grade Course -- Required 
 
UNITED STATES HISTORY   (BMS,GILMAN, RPCS) 
This course, taught at Gilman, Bryn Mawr and Roland Park Country, surveys the history of the United States from colonial times to 
the post-World War II era. While readings and specific assignments will vary from teacher to teacher, all require analytical papers, 
essay tests and extensive readings, including primary sources.  
 
12th Grade Course Electives -- Year:  
 
AP EUROPEAN HISTORY    (RPCS) 
AP European History is back.  Learn about Europe from approximately 1450 to the present.  You will investigate the content of 
European history for significant events, individuals, developments.  This is your chance to delve more deeply into some of the topics 
you learned about in World History.  Some of the themes explored throughout the course are the interaction of the various regions and 
countries in Europe, the interplay between poverty and prosperity, institutions of power, and the individual’s role in society. 
 
HISTORY OF SCIENCE (Honors)  
Revolutions of the Mind: Topics in the History and Philosophy of Science is a year-long course which explores both the development 
of the scientific tradition through the ideas and people who revolutionized the way we understand our world and the intellectual 
impact of scientific thought on society, politics, and philosophical speculation in the ancient and modern world.  The course begins by 
looking at the early foundations of the scientific outlook through ancient Greek, Roman, and medieval scientific texts, making cross-
cultural comparisons with the Chinese and Arabic traditions. We will then examine the intersections between the Scientific Revolution 
and the political revolutions of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the radical promise of Darwinism for the nineteenth century, 
and the collapse of scientific certainty with the emergence of quantum mechanics and relativity theory in the twentieth.  The course 
concludes with a look at the philosophical implications of cutting-edge theories of the late twentieth and early twenty-first 
century.  Course readings include selections from: Aristotle – Physics, Nicholas Copernicus - De revolutionibus, Galileo Galilei – 
Dialogue on the Two World Systems, Rene Descartes – Le monde, Isaac Newton – Principia mathematica, Charles Darwin – On the 
Origin of Species, Albert Einstein – Theory of Relativity, David Bohm – Wholeness and the Implicate Order, The Dalai Lama, The 
Universe in a Single Atom.  
 
US SINCE ’45 (Honors) 



This elective course covers the history of the United States from 1945 to the present by investigating the forces of the last fifty years 
that have shaped the present. We will spend relatively equal time on foreign and domestic policy with a particular focus on political 
history. Homework readings will be a mix of monographs, a textbook, and primary sources. 
 
12th Grade Course Electives – First Semester: 
 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY    Semester I         
This course will focus on and then attempt to synthesize three different types of investigation.  One will be experiential – off campus 
and in Baltimore City.  A second will survey the ideas of prominent black leaders of the 20th century.  The third will engage students 
in controversial topics facing our society today.  Students should expect to involve themselves fully in all activities – interaction with 
people outside our school community, reading, discussion and writing. (h) (Encounter option available) 

 
AMERICA IN CIVIL WAR    Semester I  (RPCS) 
The sesquicentennial of the Civil War has revived questions of what its causes were and what its legacies have been. Reflecting 
historical scholarship, the debates around these questions have not only covered the traditional focus on battles, but have also raised 
issues of gender, family life, race relations, politics, religion, the economy, and public memory. This elective will aim to have students 
learn about the Civil War in such broader dimensions. Students will guide the course as much as the instructor by being amateur 
historians examining sources in pursuit of their own interpretations. In particular, they will make extensive use of the Valley of the 
Shadow, an award-winning digital archive. Debates, seminar-style discussions, and student presentations will be core components of 
class activities. Where possible, field trips to Civil War sites and use of area experts as guest instructors will also be utilized. 
 
AMERICA IN THE WORLD (Honors)   Semester I  (BMS) 
This course combines history, political science, and international relations to investigate the major themes of U.S. foreign policy from 
the end of the Cold War to the present day.  Organized topically rather than chronologically, the class explores the most pressing 
issues in U.S. foreign policy such as the Iran Nuclear Treaty, U.S.-China relations, the Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and the fight 
against ISIS by exploring how recent historical actors and events have led up to and created each current problem.  Simulations, 
debates, and discussions give students exposure to multiple perspectives on each issue, allowing them to formulate their own educated 
opinions and to understand better the complex process of U.S. foreign policy decision-making. 
 
APPLIED PHILOSOPHY      Semester I  
Please see the description in the English section. 
 
BALTIMORE STUDIES     Semester I   (BMS) 
Baltimore Issues: Charm City – Down to “The Wire”? -- In 2013, crime statistics ranked Baltimore as the 7th most dangerous large 
city in the United States on various national charts. It had the third highest homicide rate in the nation. Baltimore has been called the 
“heroin capital of the United States,” on an ABC television documentary and by previous guest speakers in this class. Inadequate 
public education has plagued the city for decades. The illegal drug trade has created a cycle of poverty drowning some of Baltimore’s 
best neighborhoods. Focusing upon the Baltimore Riots of 1968, desegregation, poverty, crime, and the influence of illegal drugs, 
students will examine the impact of these issues and how they have changed the city of Baltimore in the past fifty years. Through 
readings, discussion, projects, research, and guest speakers, students will explore the recent history of Baltimore and its potential for 
change. 
 
CHINA AND MODERN EAST ASIA   Semester I   
After the cataclysms of revolution and war in the twentieth century, the East Asian region in general, and China in particular, has 
reemerged as one of crucial importance in the modern world.  The purpose of this course is to examine the evolution of East Asian 
history and culture, so we can develop an understanding of how the region evolved to the one we see today.  The course will focus 
primarily on China and Japan since the nineteenth century, with occasional forays into the Koreas and Southeast Asia.  As this course 
may be taken for history or English credit, there will be extensive discussion of fiction, including the novels To Live by Yu Hua and 
Kokoro by Natsume Soseki, and several short stories by East Asian authors. (This course may be taken for English or history credit.) 
 
CONTEMPORARY PUBLIC POLICY     Semester I        
This course will explore in some depth the major public policy issues that emerge in the fall of 2007.  By examining specific issues 
and opposing viewpoints that currently engage our attention, students should be better able in the future to exercise their duties and 
rights as fully informed and engaged citizens.  Daily and careful reading of print media, class discussion and a series of analytical 
papers will be the principal activities of the class.  
 
CRIMINAL LAW IN THE UNITED STATES   Semester I    (RPCS)   
"You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say can and will be used against you in a court of law." With television shows 
ranging from CSI to Law and Order and even Cops dominating air waves, Americans have come to know these words well. We have 
a fascination with crime, the criminal, and the criminal law process. This course will address big questions - what is crime? who 
decides? how is the law enforced? what are the rights of defendants and why are they so strongly valued as to be enshrined in our 
Constitution?  We will look into specific scenarios - can a school search its students' lockers? what are an individual's rights when 
pulled over at a traffic stop? to what extent can one use self-defense as a defense in court? when and how is an insanity plea used? 
What is required for the death penalty to be given as a sentence? What are the rights of and resources available to victims of crime? 
We will also learn about the criminal law system by using local resources, including educational visits with attorneys, and field trips to 
courthouses and detention centers. Finally, we will end the course with a discussion on crime and the application of criminal law in 
Baltimore, looking into the prevalence of gangs and corruption, and the seeming inequities in how and on whom the law is applied. 
 
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES: LAW    Semester I  (BMS) 
Justice in the Eyes of the World: Legal systems play a key role in the development of national identity, politics, culture, and 
history.  How have countries with different types of governments, cultures, and social norms handled thorny legal problems?  How did 



Sharia Law, Common Law, and the Napoleonic Code develop into major systems of today.  Does Saudi Arabia treat divorce cases 
differently than Great Britain? Are you as likely to be arrested and held without charges in Japan as you are in Russia? We will 
explore the laws and rulings in these nations through case studies, films, articles, research, guest speakers, and discussion. The 
countries we will be studying may include the following: Saudi Arabia, Great Britain, South Africa, Russia, Japan, and the United 
States.  
	
HOLOCAUST STUDIES       Semester I       
This course will guide students’ investigation of the events surrounding the Nazi destruction of European Jewry during World War II. 
As students study the evolution of the ‘Final Solution,’ they will consider the history of anti-Semitism in Europe, the role of anti-
Semitism in the nature of the Nazi regime, and the contingencies which shaped Nazi anti-Jewish policies. At the heart of this analysis 
will be a close study of the key events which transformed persecution into genocide during World War II. The Holocaust Museum will 
be an important resource during this process. During the final section of the course, students will explore the difficulties of finding 
meaning in the memory of the Holocaust by encountering memoir, fiction, essays and films with Holocaust themes. (This course may 
be taken either for English or history credit.)  
 
IMPERIALISM        Semester I    (RPCS)  
Please see the description in the English section. (This course may be taken either for English or history credit.) 
 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS SINCE 1945    Semester I    (RPCS)  
This course will examine the modern historical era from the Cold War to the New World Order. We will focus on regional issues such 
as: Europe from the Cold War to the European Economic Community; Vietnam; the Middle East from the formation of new nations to 
the current crises; Africa from decolonization to present concerns including the end of Apartheid, AIDS, civil war and genocides; 
Latin America’s struggle for political and economic stability. The course will also examine global issues such as terrorism, landmines, 
population and food crises and refugee crises. Subject matter will be presented using a variety of materials including journals, current 
periodicals, film and online sources.  
 
 
 
12th Grade Course Electives – Second Semester: 
 
AP COMPARTIVE GOVERNMENT & POLITICS  Semester II  (BMS) 
This course will provide an introduction to major theoretical approaches to comparative politics and examine case studies of the 
political systems and processes of the following countries: China, Great Britain, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, and Russia. The goal of 
studying these nations will be to allow students to compare and contrast political institutions across nations and draw generalizations 
on the basis of these case studies. Students taking this course are required to take the Advanced Placement Comparative Government 
and Politics Exam.  
 
AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY    Semester II  (BMS) 
The purpose of the AP Human Geography course is to introduce students to the study of patterns and processes that have shaped our 
understanding of the use and alteration of the Earth’s surface. Students will learn how to employ spatial concepts and landscape 
analysis to examine socioeconomic organization and its environmental consequences. Geographical relationships will show students 
how to assess and analyze how cultural values, political regulations, and economic constraints work together to create particular 
landscapes. Ultimately, this course will not only give students a basis for locating and describing regions of the Earth, but seeing those 
regions as interconnected and as objects of analysis and exploration in a world which is ever-changing. 
 
AP US GOVERNMENT & POLITICS    Semester II   (RPCS)  
Every fourth year, Americans are thrilled, entertained, or alienated by the process of selecting the person who will occupy the central 
position of leadership in our nation.  While most Americans today seem apathetic about their government, there still exists a certain 
magnetism to what goes on in Washington.  The study of government and politics is the study of power – who has it, how to get it, and 
how it is used.  Such a study necessitates a closer look at our institutions, the people who govern them, and the policies they institute.  
In preparation for the AP exam, topics covered include a review of the constitutional underpinnings, especially civil liberties; the role 
of the media, parties, and lobbyists in our political system; how Congress and the Courts work; and the power of the Presidency.  Our 
focus will be mainly contemporary, emphasizing the policies of the current administration.  Finally, there will be a summer reading 
component. 
 
AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES Semester II (BMS) 
Please see the description in the English section. 
 
HISTORY OF ANTI-SEMITISM      Semester II    (RPCS)  
Why the Jews? Why is there so much hatred in the world? What is it about Jews that people hate? Why have a group of people been 
discriminated against as long as history has been recorded? These are just some of the questions that will be discussed in this course. 
We will trace the history of Anti-Semitism from the time of the Roman Empire to today. Specific topics will include the Roman 
period, Early Christian church and the Jews, Jews in the Middle Ages, Martin Luther and the Jews, the rise of Political Anti-Semitism 
in the 1800s, and Anti-Semitism in the 20th Century including an examination of Post-Holocaust Anti-Semitism.  
 
LEADERSHIP IN HISTORY      Semester II    (RPCS)  
Lessons from historical leadership -- Starting from George Santayana’s premise that “those who do not learn from the past are doomed 
to repeat it,” this seminar will examine the lessons to be taken from leaders in both the recent and distant past. How did leaders like 
Mohandas Gandhi and Michael Collins mobilize independence movements? How did ancient Romans and modern Britons administer 
multi-ethnic empires? How have female leaders responded to traditional or recent challenges to their authority? Perhaps as 



importantly, what lessons can we glean from past failures, and how can we use them to shape the future? Course topics will range 
from the ancient to the contemporary world and will include aspects of economics, sociology, and philosophy. 
 
TERRORISM STUDIES     Semester II  (BMS) 
Terrorism in the Modern World -- This course combines history, political science, and literature to examine the role that terrorism has 
played in the modern world.  We will begin with an overview of the many ways people have defined terrorism and a brief narrative of 
terrorist groups and actions since the French Revolution.  The core of the course will focus on a series of literary and historical case 
studies illustrating the motivations, tactics, and outcomes of terrorists around the world since 1945.  Students will conclude the class 
by applying the knowledge they gained through the case studies by evaluating various strategies for fighting terrorism and creating 
their own counterterrorism proposal. (This course may be taken for English or history credit.) 
 
URBAN STUDIES     Semester II 
This course investigates the evolution of American attitudes and policies toward urban poverty in the 20th century by studying the 
work of novelists, social scientists, historians and journalists. In addition, students will participate in an experiential program in which 
they will work as tutors or aides in the Baltimore Public School system. (This course may be taken for English or history credit.) 
 
WORLD WAR I      Semester II 
This course will examine the Great War through the prisms of literature and history. We will delve into the political, social, and 
cultural ramifications of American life during this period. Students will be expected to study and understand the personalities that 
shaped the events and ultimate outcome of this epic struggle as well as the actions and reactions of the American people.  By the end 
of the course we will have examined: the use of propaganda by the American government; the depiction of the war in popular 
culture.  ( film, posters, theatre, pamphlets, poetry, literature); questioned the origins and nature of the war and its effects on American 
society; worked with primary and secondary materials to develop their own interpretations; researched and interpreted one aspect of 
the era of World War I in depth, reflected in an oral (and possibly artistic) presentation and a paper. (This course may be taken either 
for English or History credit.) 
 
WORLD WAR II: A GLOBAL HISTORY   Semester II    
World War II continues to maintain its fascination, even though nearly seventy years has passed since its conclusion.  The purpose of 
the course is to provide a chronological overview of the event, examining both the European and the Asian theaters of the war.  We 
will spend a significant amount of time tracing the origins of the war, especially the root causes in the World War I settlement and the 
rise of Nazi power in Germany.  During the war itself we will focus on the major strategies pursued by the leading powers in the war, 
as well as particular topics like the use of strategic bombing in the war, culminating in the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki.  Class materials will include significant use of documentaries and feature films, to help students understand how the war 
was experienced by the participants themselves, and how the war is perceived today. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




